
THE BOOK OF OBADIAH – AN INTRODUCTION 
“The pride of your heart has deceived you...I will bring you down declares the LORD.” Obadiah 3-4 

 

Author: Obadiah “servant of YHWH” (1:1)  

• Obadiah was a common Hebrew name (1 Kg. 18:3-16; 1 Chron. 3:21, 7:3, 8:38, 9:16, 12:9 27:19; 2 Chron. 7:7, 34:12). 

• It is historically improbable that any of the other 11 men named Obadiah in the OT are the prophet to the Edomites. 

• The author’s mentioning of Jerusalem, Judah, and Zion suggest he was from the Southern Kingdom (v10-12, 17, 21).  

• Obadiah is the shortest Old Testament book and is not quoted by any New Testament author.  
 
Date: between 586-553BC   

• This prophecy was given after the Babylonian exile of Judah (586BC) but before Babylon destroyed Edom (553BC). 

• The events described in v11-14 reflect an attack on Jerusalem, similar to the one that occurred in 586BC. 

• Edom was famously hostile to Judah during the Babylonian invasion (Ps. 137:7; Lam. 4:20-22; Ezek. 25:12-14). 

• It seems that Jeremiah used Obadiah as a source for his writings (Jer. 49:7-16). This is probable because the shared 

verses are together in Obadiah’s prophecy but are spread throughout a section of Jeremiah’s prophecy. 

• The v19 reference to Ephraim and Samaria would rule out a later date because Samaria didn’t  

• The references to “exile” in v20 shows that the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities had already taken place.  

• Arguments for an earlier date of 845BC are worth investigating, but internal evidence makes an earlier date probable.   

• If our date of writing is correct, Obadiah would have been contemporaries of Jeremiah, Daniel, and possibly Ezekiel.  
 
Audience: the Edomites  

• The Edomites are descendants of Esau, who was the firstborn twin of Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 25:24-26).  

• Esau and Jacob developed a bitter rivalry from the womb and it continued on in their descendants, Israel and Edom 
(Numbers 20:18-21; 1 Samuel 14:47; 2 Samuel 8:13-14; 2 Chronicles 20; 2 Kings 14:7).  

• The Edomites made their home in a mountainous region 50 miles south of the Dead Sea (Gen. 33:16, 36:8-9; Dt. 2:4-5). 

• Petra was the capital city of Edom. Petra (and the Hebrew equivalent Sela; Isaiah 16:1; 2 Kings 14:7) means rock, derives 

its name from the sandstone cliffs into which the city was built. The city was popularized by the 1989 movie Indiana 

Jones and the Last Crusade whose final scene was filmed outside The Treasury (Al Khazneh).  

• Petra was accessible through a mile long rock crevice known as the Siq. This provided a strong natural defense for 

the city, which tempted the Edomites to pride and illusions of invincibility.   

• Only 4 prophets speak to or about unbelieving nations: Obadiah (Edomites), Jonah / Nahum (Assyria), Habakkuk 
(Babylon) 

Purpose: God will fulfill His covenant promises by punishing Edom for her wickedness against Judah. 

• God promised Abraham, “I will bless those who bless you, and Him who dishonors you I will curse” (Gen. 12:3). 

• Through Obadiah, God promised to bring the curse of judgment upon Edom for dishonoring Israel.  

• Through Obadiah, God promised to bring the blessing of restoration on Judah by giving her the Kingdom.  

 



Background: 

1. In 586BC the Southern Kingdom of Judah was taken into captivity by Babylon as a form of divine judgment. 

2. During the invasion, the Edomites gave aid to Babylon and took advantage of Judah’s weakness. 

3. The Edomites’ actions were a great evil in God’s eyes. He condemned them through His prophets on several occasions 
(Isaiah 34:5-8; Jeremiah 49:16-18; Lamentations 4:22; Ezekiel 25:12-14; Obadiah). 

4. While Israel was in Babylon, they found comfort in the fact that God had promised to repay Edom for her sin (Ps.137). 

 

AN OUTLINE OF OBADIAH: TALE OF TWO MOUNTAINS  

(v1-9) Edom’s Arrogance 

(v1-4) Pride Has Deceived Them 

(v5-9) Allies Will Pillage Them   

(v10-14) Edom’s Violence  

 God Recounts the Day Edom Afflicted Judah  

(v15-21) God’s Justice  

(v15-16, 18) The Day of the Lord’s Revenge 

(v17, 19-21) The Day of the Lord’s Mercy  



 



												
 The City of Petra, Capital of Edom      The Treasury of Edom (Al Khazneh) 

    

 

The Siq Was Petra’s Only Entrance and Exit 

    


