
(Updated: Friday, March 13 @ 8:30PM)

DRBC Church Family-

We pray this finds you well and knowing God’s grace.  

As you are likely aware, much has happened this week regarding the coronavirus.  A few days 
ago, the World Health Organization declared the coronavirus a pandemic. Today, President 
Trump declared the outbreak of the virus a “national emergency” and announced plans to 
respond to it at the federal level.  At the state level, Governor Northam ordered the closure of 
all Virginia K-12 schools for two weeks, and local authorities reached out to DRBC a few 
hours ago with guidance regarding church services. Many large events and venues have been 
cancelled or closed in recent days as well.

This news may tempt your heart toward fear or anxiety, but as we stated a few days ago and 
reaffirm today, God’s Word brings peace and comfort—

Psalm 46:1–3 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved 
into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble 
at its swelling. Selah” 

Psalm 112:6–8 “the righteous will never be moved…he is not afraid of bad news; his 
heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. His heart is steady; he will not be afraid…”

As we’ve been studying in the book of Revelation, our God rules and reigns over all things. 
Scripture anticipates these types of tribulations, and believers are not exempt from suffering. 
Our first response in the face of trials must be to take refuge in God through prayer and reading 
His Word.

Faith in God, however, does not remove the need for wisdom and appropriate caution. A few 
days ago, the elders explained our then-current thinking on the coronavirus. We also promised 
to evaluate new information as it became available. How quickly the world in which we live 
can change! 

The elders have prayerfully considered the new information that we have received, particularly 
new guidance from governing authorities regarding gatherings like ours. In light of this 
information, we have decided to take the following actions and offer the following counsel.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.who.int/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.who.int/


1. We have made the difficult decision to restrict our public gathering this Sunday, March 15. 
This means:
a. Our 9:30 a.m. Sunday School hour will be cancelled, along with all children’s ministry 

programs. 
b. Our 10:45 a.m. service will be live streamed online only, with no public gathering and 

no children’s ministry. The link to the livestream will be available on our website, 
www.drbc.org. John Henderson will be preaching from 1 Kings 17, a timely text 
showing that our God is “The Lord of Life and Death.”  
i. Although we cannot forbid you from attending the service, we ask that you please 

stay home and use the livestream.
ii. You may see or hear a limited number of elders, deacons, staff, interns, or other 

members in the audience; these people have been asked to attend so that John does 
not preach to an empty room!  

c. Our 5:00 p.m. evening service will be cancelled. We encourage you to gather or 
connect online with your family members, roommates, or other church members to 
pray. Below we have included some suggested prayers to assist you. 

2. We will continue to evaluate new information as it becomes available and update the 
church regarding future gatherings. Our intent is to resume our ordinary gatherings as soon 
as it is feasible and prudent to do so. The elders will be having a meeting this Thursday; if 
there are any questions or issues that you would like us to consider as we meet, please 
submit them to info@delraybaptist.org.

3. Community group leaders will receive a separate email with information about how to 
proceed. In deciding whether to meet, we urge you to not take offense if members or 
leaders of your group think about gathering differently than you do. How we best love one 
another in circumstances like these is a matter of discernment and conscience on which 
Christ-followers may well disagree.

4. If you have traveled outside the U.S. in recent days, would you please let us know? We 
would appreciate the heads up.

5. Regarding the Lord’s Supper, we have ordered a two-month supply of individual, pre-
packaged Lord’s Supper elements. Please do not take the Lord’s Supper as a family, as a 
community group, or as an informal gathering of members, even while watching the 
livestream. The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance to be observed when we as a Church “come 
together” (1 Cor. 11), and we will not be able to gather together this week. 

6. Exercise discernment as you seek out reliable sources of public-health information. 
Consider starting with the CDC and other federal, state, and local health authorities, which 
God has given to us as servants for our good. 

mailto:info@delraybaptist.org
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7. Finally, do not hesitate to let us know if you face financial hardship or lack of necessities 
due to the outbreak. Also, if you would like to contribute to assist those in need, please 
mark your special gift with “benevolence” in the memo line. 

Prayers to Voice

1. Lord, guard our church from fear and anxiety. Help us to trust that You are in control. 
2. Lord, provide relief for those suffering from the effects of the virus throughout the world. 

Be glorified in drawing people to You and Your Word during these days of sickness and 
fear.

3. Lord, guard our church from disunity. Do not allow the evil one to tempt us toward 
callousness, bitterness, judgmentalism, or division in this time of trial. 

4. Lord, guard us from being consumed with news and entertainment. Help us to find our hope 
and refuge in You and Your Word. 

5. Lord, equip us to be prudent in the use of medical resources without placing our hope in 
them.

6. Lord, help us to creatively find ways to reach people who do not know You with the hope of 
the Gospel. Help us to be sensitive, wise, and bold with the good news of Christ.

7. Lord, humble us with the reality of our weakness and frailty. Help us to number our days in 
order to gain hearts of wisdom.

8. Lord, stir our hearts to hope in the return of Your Son and the New Heaven and New Earth 
where sickness shall be no more. 

Passages to Meditate Upon

• Psalm 23
• Psalm 46
• Psalm 91
• Psalm 112
• Isaiah 25-26
• Matthew 14:22-36
• Mark 4:35-41
• Romans 8
• Philippians 4:6-7
• 1 Peter 5:7
• Revelation 21-22



Hymns to Sing

• A Mighty Fortress is Our God
• Be Still My Soul
• Be Thou My Vision
• Behold Our God
• Blessed Assurance
• How Firm a Foundation
• It Is Well
• Rock of Ages
• Solid Rock
• ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust In Jesus
• What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
• When Trials Come

* These songs along with others that we regularly sing are available on our church’s Spotify 
list.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2JF4XciqFeY1XI1UfHDn1u?si=_gr-kr5rShad8UPHIgg-kg
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